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West Virginia recorded an average annual 
unemployment rate of 3.9 percent in 2022, down from 
a rate of 5.1 percent in 2021. The average civilian 
labor force climbed 6,400 to 785,100. Resident-based 
total employment rose 15,500, while average total 
unemployment declined 9,000 as the state’s 
economy continued its recovery from the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
Annual average total nonfarm payroll employment 
rose 14,800 to 696,100 in 2022. The goods-
producing sector added 4,300 jobs, with gains of 
2,100 in mining and logging, 1,300 in construction, 
and 800 in manufacturing. The service-providing 
sector added 10,600 jobs, with gains of 3,400 in 
professional and business services, 2,400 in leisure 
and hospitality, 2,400 in government, 1,000 in other 
services, 800 in financial activities, 700 in private 
education and health services, and 500 in 
information. Employment in trade, transportation and 
utilities declined 700 over the year.  
 
In 2022, government made up the largest percentage 
of total nonfarm payroll employment in West Virginia 
at 21.5 percent, slightly over one in five jobs. This 
was followed by private education and health 
services at 18.4 percent, trade, transportation, and 
utilities at 17.6 percent, professional and business 
services at 10.3 percent, leisure and hospitality at 
10.0 percent, manufacturing at 6.6 percent, 
construction at 4.6 percent, financial activities at 3.6 
percent, other services at 3.4 percent, mining and 
logging at 2.9 percent, and information at 1.1 percent.  
 
Between 2014 and 2020, West Virginia’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate was consistently higher 
than the national rate. The year 2021 saw the state’s 
rate dip below that of the U.S. for the first time since 
2013.  
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Government (21.5) made up the 
largest percentage of the state’s total 
nonfarm payroll employment, 
followed by private education and 
health services (18.4), trade, 
transportation, and utilities (17.6), 
professional and business services 
(10.3), leisure and hospitality (10.0), 
manufacturing (6.6), construction 
(4.6), financial activities (3.6), other 
services (3.4), mining and logging 
(2.9), and information (1.1). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Between 2021 and 2022, 
average weekly earnings 
rose $49.44 for the total 
private sector. Average 
weekly hours rose .10 
while average hourly 
earnings rose $1.31 
between 2021 and 2022. 

 
 

 
 

Table C presents average hourly 
earnings only for production and 
nonsupervisory workers by industry 
in 2022.  Mining and logging ($37.89) 
had the highest average hourly 
earnings, followed by construction 
($30.13), education and health 
services ($29.05), professional and 
business services ($28.94), financial 
activities ($26.08), manufacturing 
($25.98), trade, transportation, and 
utilities ($23.25), other services 
($21.95), and leisure and hospitality 
($14.15). 
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Annual Average Unemployment Rate by County 2022 
 

 
 

Jefferson County (2.5) reported the lowest annual average unemployment rate in the 
state in 2022. Other counties with an unemployment rate below 3.0 percent included 
Hampshire (2.6), Pendleton (2.6), Morgan (2.8), and Berkeley (2.9). 
 
Calhoun County (8.2) reported the highest annual average unemployment rate in the 
state. Other counties with an unemployment rate at or above 6.0 percent included 
Roane (6.3), McDowell (6.3), Braxton (6.1), and Clay (6.0).  
 
Between 2021 and 2022, all counties in West Virginia recorded declining unemployment 
rates as the state’s economy continued recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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This publication is produced under an annual labor market information grant from the Employment and Training Administration, U.S. 
Department of Labor; employment and unemployment data are derived from core statistical programs funded under annual cooperative 
agreements with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. The material contained in this publication is in the public domain 
and may be reproduced without special permission. 
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